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Present:              
Trustee Rick Monroe   

Trustee Todd Zieja   

Trustee Chris Kosman 

Fiscal Officer Peggy Russell 

Asst. Chief Pat Barrett 

Zoning Inspector/Twp Administrator, Steve Ibos 

Cemetery/Town Hall, Theresa Forlini-Petrey 

Administrative Assistant, Kristy McElroy   

Guests 

Residents  

        

Chairman Rick Monroe called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and stated the meeting is being 

recorded for transcription purposes only.   Trustee Monroe then led the pledge of allegiance.  
 

Approval of Minutes 

MOTION to approve Regular Meeting July 25, 2024 minutes, moved by Trustee Zieja, 

second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Assistant Chief Pat Barrett 

Operations/Alarm Report (incident type count and mutual aid detail attached) 

• 43 incidents since the last Trustees meeting. 

• Year to date incidents are at 318, last year same time we were at 300. 

• Mutual aid was given 10 times and received 3.  Mutual aid numbers were higher than 

usual due to working the Fair and treating patients for Medina LST. 

 

Administration  

• Lieutenant Phil Geneaux’s resignation. After 13 years with Erhart and 24 years in fire 

and EMS in Medina County, Phil has decided to resign concentrating on his full-time job 

and having more free time. We are very thankful for Phil’s dedication to us over the 

years. He will always be part of the Erhart family.  

• Ian Shirey’s resignation. Ian has accepted an offer of full-time fire fighter/paramedic for 

Upper Arlington and has moved to Columbus. We thank him for his almost two years of 

service and wish him all the best in Columbus.   

• Removing Alex Bloniarz from the roster, Alex was briefly with the Department in 2017/ 

2018 prior to joining the Army in 2018. We have tried to contact him several times with 

his intentions at the department and he has not replied. Pursuant to US Code 38 USC § 

4312(a)(2) “Employees are entitled to military leave of absence for up to a maximum of 

five years.” Since it has been over five years we would like to remove him from the 

roster. He did not leave on bad terms, and we honor his dedication to the country. He is 

always welcome to reapply if he returns to the Medina area. 

• We asked for interested members to fill the Lieutenant position and received three 

applicants to interview. FF Eckart, FF Lewis, and FF Lohr applied. 

• We are starting interviews for two new members also; both are Firefighter 2/EMTs. 

 

Fleet/ Station/ Equipment 

• Hydrant flushing will begin September 1st. We use techniques approved by the Sanitary 

Engineer to minimize water use and disruption in the system. Residents should not see 

any water quality changes in their homes.  
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Training 

• Department training topics for the month consisted of FD Operations, Pipeline 

Emergencies (sponsored by Medina EMA and Energy Transfer), houseline practice, EMS 

competencies. 

 

MOTION to approve and accept Lieutenant Phil Geneaux’s resignation, Ian Shirey’s resignation 

and remove Alex Bloniarz from the roster; moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee 

Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alarm Date Aid Given Or Received Aided Agency Aiding Agency 

7/27/2024 Mutual aid received  Medina Life Support Team 

7/27/2024 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department  
7/29/2024 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department  
7/29/2024 Mutual aid given Medina Life Support Team  
7/29/2024 Mutual aid given Medina Life Support Team  
7/31/2024 Mutual aid given Medina Life Support Team  

8/2/2024 Mutual aid received  Medina Life Support Team 

8/3/2024 Mutual aid received  Valley City Fire Department 

8/10/2024 Mutual aid given Litchfield Fire & Rescue Department  
8/11/2024 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department  
8/13/2024 Mutual aid given Litchfield Fire & Rescue Department  
8/18/2024 Mutual aid given Medina Fire Department  
8/20/2024 Automatic aid given Valley City Fire Department  

 

 

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATION – Stephan Ibos, Zoning Inspector/Township Administrator 

Approvals 

• Facebook is ready to be created, we just need approval for the page name.  Information 

from the Prosecutor was sent to trustees.  The page will be used to share information only 

and will not allow comments or messages. 

• MOTION to approve the name of ‘York Township of Medina County, Official Page’ for 

the townships new Facebook page, moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee 

Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 
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• Approval on the following checks for joining lots in cemetery into a single parcel. 

o MOTION to approve payment of $44.00 to Ohio Real Title Agency for assisting 

with gathering all documentation to create the new deed, moved by Trustee 

Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

o MOTION to approve payment of $75.00 to PW title for filing documents with 

Medina County, moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: 

Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, yes. 

o MOTION to approve payment of $125.00 to Sandu Law for creating the new 

deed, moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; 

Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• Town Hall backdrop – trustees okayed the removal from ceiling to evaluate for donation. 

If not salvageable then it will be retired and disposed of.  

• Richard Hill stated he presented an idea for the Honor Roll board to the Historical 

Society, but no decision was made yet.  It will be around $500 to have B & B create all 

new name plates; he has the lumber to make the board and Bob Jenny would donate his 

time to make it.  We do not know how current or up to date the names are, if 

Iran/Iraq/Afghanistan are included.  Trustee Zieja said we need to keep a way to honor 

lives that were lost as it is an important part of our history. 

• MOTION to hire Lewis Land Professionals for final pin placements in the old section of 

the cemetery for $2,000.00, moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  

Roll: Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, yes. 

 

Meeting Updates 

• Wish list items and future planning guides completed as discussed at last meeting.  2024 

Roads Template and 2024 Planning Guide (preliminary template created to help assist 

with 5/10-year planning) were provided to Trustees for review, changes, or questions. 

• 2024 Handbook – can we move forward with current policies, or do we need to wait until 

new policies are discussed?  Trustee Zieja said we need to hold a work session to discuss, 

will schedule it at the September meeting. 

• September site review for Rite Rental for 3 new building and changes to the water 

features/retention pond will be Thursday, September 5, 2024, at 7pm.  Packages were 

sent to the Zoning Commission today and distributed packages to Trustees and Fire 

Chief. 
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CEMETERY/TOWN HALL – Theresa Forlini-Petrey 

Cemetery 

• Follow up on Veterans Bronze marker for Columbarium Niche doors.  There are various 

applications that family can complete to receive engraving cost assistance.  Trustees 

discussed and decided to keep to engraving only on niche doors, no add-on plates.  There 

are options for military branch emblems that can be engraved. 

• Engraving order form for niches was provided to Trustees; Trustees said it looks great. 

• Attended an Atlas Preservation workshop on headstone cleaning and preservation which 

was fantastic.  Would like to create a small group of volunteers to help with cleaning 

headstones, Trustees said that is okay to begin. 

• Sections 11 and 12 (two northern undeveloped sections) for sale starting September 3rd, 

first 2 rows will be flat-flush stones. 

• First columbarium niche has been sold. 

Townhall 

• There is a possibility we will have a church group renting on Sunday’s again for several 

weeks if not months, they are putting dates together.  They rented last year and we had no 

issues, they were good renters.  The group has asked if we will accept and hold their 

rental security deposit through the end of the year, Trustees said it is ok to proceed with 

the rental and hold their deposit. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE – Kristy McElroy 
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• If there are any questions or anyone would like to sit down to go over Facebook we can 

set up a time.  

 

TRUSTEES  

TRUSTEE ZIEJA 

• Spoke with Joe at Rumpke numerous times regarding the garbage contract, they are 

willing to consider an increase to the opt-out number, the prosecutor’s office has no 

problem with that.  Working through final discussions and hoping to be ready for trustee 

discussion at the September meeting.  It has been a difficult process getting through to 

both Rumpke and the Prosecutor’s Office. 

 

TRUSTEE KOSMAN 

• Update to discussions with the site plan company, it sounds like our project is too small 

for what they do as they do more complete town planning.  Reached out to Lewis Land 

for discussion and will see what their thoughts are. 

 

TRUSTEE MONROE 

• Road striping is completed in the township. 

• Paving of Wolff Rd is looking like it will be done mid-September. 

• Weather sirens were not tested this month due to weather and storms on August 3rd. 

• Dobson will start the ditching on Wolff Rd. soon. 

• Snowplow contract has been approved by the Prosecutor’s office and is ready for our 

signatures. 

• Couple culverts on Station and Spieth are being looked at as they need to be replaced.  

Will have more information next month. 

 

FISCAL OFFICER 

• MOTION to approve Financial Reports for July 2024 including Appropriation Status, 

Revenue Status & Summary, Fund Status & Summary and Bank Reconciliation. August 

Appropriation Supplemental, Payroll, Bills/invoices, PO’s, BC’s as submitted, moved by 

Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, 

yes. 

• Fire Department Repairs and Maintenance, a special blanket certificate was opened for 

$5,000.00. 

• Parks fund has been hit hard, payroll is left so if other needs come up we will need to 

change appropriations with the auditor. 

• Establish Fund 2275 for Opioid Funds which exceed the threshold of $500.00 Increasing 

settlements are pushing the township over the threshold requiring a new fund to receive 

money; we will increase revenue. The prosecutor will provide updated guidance as to 

how the funds can be spent. The money will come in over the next 18 years, there is no 

rush to spend it, so I will not increase appropriations until next year. 
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• RESOLUTION #24-08-01 Establishing a New Fund- 2275 One Opioid Fund for 

distribution of funds for the One Ohio Memorandum of Understanding.  Increase 

Revenue $1,000.00 for Fund 2275 to #2275-404 Court Related Settlements.  moved by 

Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, 

yes. 

• Prosecutor sent a letter regarding annexations, provided to trustees in correspondence. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Bill Pavlick - Complimented whoever made the new park sign and is very proud that it included 

the Gold Star memorial.  He gave some history on the park, how we ended up acquiring this 

park, and the reason why the Orth name was on the original sign.  When that property came up 

for sale the developers were quite interested in developing that land. Mrs. Orth came to the 

trustees and offered a special price with the stipulation was she wanted to preserve it as one piece 

of property and offered it to the Township with the understanding when the park was developed, 

her family's name would appear on that sign.  Mrs. Orth was invited for the ribbon cutting 

opening for the park and she was quite happy with the park development. She was excited when 

I told her that I was in the process of designing a sign and assured her name would appear on that 

as the Orth Homestead. She wasn't requesting the park be named after her, but she wanted it on 

that sign at the Orth Homestead or some similar verbiage. We had a meeting later that week and 

Rick approached Colene and I, and said he talked to Mrs. Orth at the ribbon cutting ceremony 

and she told him that she doesn't request her name to be on that sign. With the three trustees 

together, I got Mrs. Orth on speaker phone and I asked her if she changed her mind about having 

her name mentioned on that sign, and she said no. Rick's answer was we just will not have a 

sign. I said we gave that woman our word.  When you're elected to this position, so as a trustee 

or firefighter or policeman, you're held to a higher standard. 

 

So, my understanding when the new sign came up, Rick called and talked to Chris and then he 

called Todd. He told Todd, Chris and I had the following conversation stating Mrs. Orth passed 

away so we're going to drop her name from this sign.  Todd called Chris and asked, did this 

conversation take place? And Chris said it was mentioned and I didn't agree to it. Pavlick stated 

the first time Rick wasn't successful in removing the Orth Name, now he thinks with Pavlick 

and. Conley gone, now is my opportunity to take this woman's name off the park. We gave our 

word our integrity, my integrity. I love that park, that was one of our great successes. 

 

Trustee Monroe stated there were no side conversations and the name is on the sign. 

 

Richard Hill – Who is the contact person with FirstEnergy that was the lead guy in getting the 

power line right-of-way trimmed back that did the limbs in the corn field? Trustee Kosman said 

if you call the line shop on Lake Rd., they'll be able to help you. They're going to be your best 

resource for the county here, they’ll at least direct you somewhere. 

 

Ken Barco -What I heard tonight was communications about Township business, that is a sign in 

this case, that was multiple conversations going back and forth between elected officials outside 
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of the meeting.  I’d like to warn you of that. Trustee Kosman stated there is some communication 

that can be taking place, you cannot make a decision on things. He understands. Trustee Monroe 

stated there was no side conversation. Ken Barco reiterated if it was during the time that we were 

trying to decide what was going to be on that sign and the sign was ordered, that would be a 

problem. Trustee Kosman agreed that was correct. Trustee Zieja stated that wasn't the problem.  

The sign was put there to embrace our history.  I've always been very pro-historic and want to 

maintain that.  That was my opinion without any of the prior knowledge coming into that. 

  

Andy Kavc 

The sirens cost $70 to $80 per siren per month (around $3,600 annually) plus maintenance costs. 

The sirens do not work consistently all the time. We should save the money and get rid of the 

sirens like Litchfield is doing. 

  

Jessica Gerspacher 

Is there going to be a Swiss Steak Dinner? Chief Barrett 2nd Saturday of October, every year. 

 

MOTION to Adjourn at 7:44pm moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: 

Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

       Trustee Richard Monroe, Chairman            Margaret Russell, Fiscal Officer 

 

 

 

Upcoming Trustee Meetings: 

Regular Meeting – September 26, 2024 at 7:00pm  

Regular Meeting – October 24, 2024 at 7:00pm 

 

Correspondence 

Trustee Meeting Packet 

• Forrest Thompson – RE: Annexations 

• Snowplow Contract 
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