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Present:              
Trustee Rick Monroe   

Trustee Todd Zieja   

Trustee Chris Kosman 

Assistant Chief Pat Barrett 

Zoning Inspector/Twp Administrator, Steve Ibos 

Cemetery/Town Hall, Theresa Forlini-Petrey 

Administrative Assistant, Kristy McElroy   

Residents  

        

Absent:              
Fiscal Officer Peggy Russell 

 

Chairman Rick Monroe called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and led the pledge of allegiance. 

Trustee Monroe stated the meeting is being recorded for transcription purposes only.  
 

Approval of Minutes 

Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting, September 26, 2024, moved by Trustee Kosman, 

second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, abstain. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – Assistant Chief Pat Barrett 

Operations/Alarm Report (incident type count and mutual aid detail attached) 

• 37 incidents since the last Trustee meeting. 

• Year to date incidents 386; last year at the same time we were at 391. 

• Mutual aid was given 7 times and received 4 times. 

• Department training topics for the month consisted of smell of smoke calls, search and 

rescue, pediatric trauma, CO Calls, and chimney fires. 

• Five applicants are progressing through the hiring process, we do not have very many 

physical and background results yet. We are continuing the plan to hire them as a group 

to streamline onboarding and initial orientation, will likely make a motion at the next 

meeting to hire the applicants. 

• Dispatched to a large, very aggressive, residential structure fire at 7760 Branch yesterday 

where one victim was rescued from the basement. First responders were able to locate the 

woman in the basement and attempted to pull her through the basement window, but she 

did not have the strength to pull herself up.  A local fire chief selflessly went into the 

basement through the window and was able to assist her in getting out through that 

window.  Once the woman was out of the house, there was a flash over which means the 

entire building became engulfed in fire, first responders were able to get the chief out 

safely.  The victim and 5 or 6 first responders were transported to the emergency room 

with minor injuries and were treated and released. Unfortunately, two dogs and two cats 

lost their lives and the home was a total loss.  Due to the value of the loss, the state fire 

marshal is conducting the investigation, and a cause is not yet known.  Fire calls like this 

are very rare and our training played a large role in the outcome.  The Sheriff Deputies, 

local fire chief, and other responders are greatly appreciated for their heroic efforts.  A 

resident asked what the response time was?  This was during staffing hours, so we were 

able to respond quickly, and a lot of fire department members responded in personal 

vehicles.  Trustee Zieja asked what message could be shared with homeowners on being 

prepared for a fire?  Have working smoke detectors on all levels of your home, change 
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batteries twice a year, and test them often to ensure they are working; have working 

carbon monoxide detectors; purchase a fire extinguisher; and have a plan in place to get 

out with your family including how to get out of the house quickly and where to meet.  

Trustee Zieja commended our department and all responding departments on their work 

with this fire and is thankful no one was hurt and thanked Chief Walters for his 

dedication to service and heroism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATION – Stephan Ibos, Zoning Inspector/Township Administrator 

Approvals: 

• OTA Winter Conference information was received this week.  Would like approval for 

myself, Kristy and Theresa to attend. It would be nice if they both were able to attend but 

at a minimum, I would like Kristy to attend this year, and Theresa the following year.  
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• MOTION to approve registration, hotel, meals and travel mileage for Steve Ibos, Kristy 

McElroy, and Theresa Forlini-Petrey to attend the OTA Winter Conference in January 

2026, moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, 

yes; Monroe, yes. 

• Winter Storage – Getting quotes for temporary storage of around 500 sq feet to house the 

mowers, equipment and some of the attachment/trailers. Looking at having the final plan 

and costs for the trustees to review and approve at the November meeting.  There may be 

a need to temporarily keep the wheel loader and accessories outside after we receive the 

first load of salt (Week of November 4th or 11th).  

Other Items: 

• We had hoped to have the A/V equipment running for this meeting, but we ran out of 

time today to get it set up and test prior to the meeting. It will be in place for the 

November meeting.  Chief Creamer and the fire department did a great job getting 

everything installed and working. 

• I will be traveling to Columbus tomorrow for a zoning inspectors round table. Travel was 

approved at the last meeting so just a reminder that I will have the Ford Ranger. 

• Vacation for ROW at Indoe and Spellman 

o County Commissioner meeting next week, Tuesday, October 29, 2024, at 11am 

for the public viewing of paperwork and 1pm for the meeting. Trustee Kosman 

will be attending with me.  

o Working with 811 through their build plan process to identify any utilities that 

may need to have easements put in place.  

• Salt Contract for 2024/2025 – 600 tons on reserve 

o Delivery timeline 3-5 days, one truck load 22-25 ton minimum.  

o Fiscal Officer Russell created a PO for 2024, looking at initially ordering 200 tons 

($13k max) 

o Working with Sherman and Sons on putting together a dry run for support of 

loading for this winter 

• Final Roadside mowing was completed this week, including cleaning up around utility 

poles, cables, bridges and guardrails. Mower is back at Montville.  

 

TRUSTEES  

TRUSTEE MONROE 

• Wolff Rd. paving is completed. 

• Water main break on Spieth, road was closed Tuesday and Wednesday due to that. 

• Beck Rd. siren is repaired and should be working now. 

• Joshua Hendricks, with a consulting firm out of Massachusetts contacted us regarding 

thoughts on growing and selling marijuana here; we previously passed a resolution for no 

growing and no selling in the township, do we want to revisit?  All trustees agree to keep 

the resolution as is and not change. 

• Received message on October 6 about a stop sign missing from Speith and Station, it had 

been stolen.  Sign has been replaced, but that morning there was almost an accident due 

to the sign missing.   
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• Melway Paving has provided a quote to repair potholes on Spieth and other township 

roads, and paving work after culvert replacement is completed on Spieth. 

• MOTION to accept quote from Melway Paving for $9,500 to do repairs on Spieth, 

Station and other township roads, and to replace the asphalt after the culvert replacement 

on Spieth; moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; 

Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• Met with the highway engineer to discuss the replacement of a culvert on Spieth.  Talked 

about several options and decided the best option is to replace it with a metal pipe that is 

aluminum coated. 

• MOTION to purchase aluminum coated metal culvert pipe from Northern Concrete Pipe 

for $3,000 and hire Dobson to do the culvert work on Spieth for $3,250; for a project 

total of $6,250; moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: Monroe, 

yes; Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes. 

 

TRUSTEE ZIEJA 

• Swiss Steak Dinner was busier than he expected, enjoyed working during the dinner to 

help clean tables; and meeting residents and out of town guests.  Thank you to the Fire 

Association for all the work to host the dinner. 

• MOTION to approve registration and hotel accommodations for the Trustees and Fiscal 

Officer for the OTA Winter Conference in January 2025; moved by Trustee Zieja, 

second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• Rumpke contract has been in discussion for several months, a 1% increase for the opt-out 

allowed amount has been approved by the prosecutor’s office, Rumpke and the township 

therefore a total of 7% will be allowed with the 1-year extension.  This increase will 

allow for approximately 120 residential properties to opt-out, last year it was 103 

properties at the 6%.  Rumpke said that if they were to bid this out today, the cost to 

residents would be significantly higher due to higher costs all around.  

o Norm Hinman:  Rumpke driver is not picking up trash, he has the medical walk-

up service, and this is not the first time it’s happened.  Trustee Zieja will pass the 

message on to Rumpke. 

o Sue Monroe:  Requests that God’s name not be used in vain during public 

meetings. 

o Andy Kavc:  Thought that the last opt-out was going to be the final one?  

o Mike Knapp:  Can the 1% increase be reevaluated in the future for contract 

renewal if the additional 2, 1-year renewals are extended?  Trustee Zieja said yes. 

o Dave Hull:  Is next year the last year for the original Rumpke contract?  Trustee 

Zieja said no, the year we are currently in is, the first 1-year renewal will be 

effective March 2025 through February 2026. 

• MOTION to extend the previous Rumpke contract for 1-year effective March 2025-

February 2026 with 1% increase for opt-out; moved by Trustee Zieja, second by 

Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• Trustees discussed the opt-out and that a suggestion was made in the past to do a lottery 

type system, but there is question if that is allowed.  Residents are familiar with the 

current process for opting out and it works.  Steve Ibos discussed the timeline needed to 
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get the letter out, hold the opt-out and have the final list prepared and sent to Rumpke by 

the due date.  A resident mentioned that last year was well organized and the sign in sheet 

was great to see where you may be in line when arriving at the hall, would recommend 

the same process again.  We will hold the opt-out for the 2025-2026 contract year on 

Wednesday, December 18th from 4pm-6pm.  Residents who wish to arrive early may wait 

in the Town Hall; doors will open at 9am.  Kristy will prepare the letter and opt-out form 

to be sent to CQ Printing to be printed and mailed as soon as possible and will contact Joe 

to discuss the mailer that Rumpke sends out.  Share information on the website, sign, and 

Facebook.   

• MOTION to approve letter and opt-out form to be mailed by CQ Printing for $2,632.88; 

moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; 

Monroe, yes. 

 

TRUSTEE KOSMAN 

No report 

 

CEMETERY/TOWN HALL – Theresa Forlini-Petrey 

No report 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE – Kristy McElroy 

• Sent out our first monthly email newsletter on October 10th to those who had 

subscribed for the email list; check junk/spam folder if you’ve signed up but have not 

seen it.  Would like to have November’s prepared next week and ready to send out 

the first week of the month; “spotlight article” each month, from 

Trustee/Fiscal/departmental/etc. 

• Facebook page is set up and active.  Currently have 142 followers spanning Medina, 

Litchfield, Valley City, Brunswick and Parma. Will keep spreading the word. 

• Christmas lights – can we see who is willing to help with putting them up and 

schedule a date for November?  Yes. 

• Personally purchased home smoke detectors a few years ago that communicate with 

each other, if one detects smoke, it sets all the smoke detectors off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FISCAL OFFICER (read by Trustee Zieja) 

• MOTION to approve Financial Reports for September 2024 including Appropriation 

Status, Revenue Status & Summary, Fund Status & Summary and Bank Reconciliation. 

October Appropriation Supplemental, Payroll, Bills/invoices, PO’s, BC’s as submitted; 

moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; 

Monroe, yes. 
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• MOTION to approve Rumpke PO for $376.90 for additional collection from auditor for 

prior years, moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; 

Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• MOTION to approve payment to Rumpke for collected assessments from Medina 

County Auditor of $896.43, moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  

Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• MOTION to approve Cargill, Inc. PO $13,000.00 for Salt purchase, moved by Trustee 

Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• MOTION to approve Cleveland Clinic at Work $750.00 for Porec Pre Employment 

Physical, moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; 

Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• Medina County Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals – for the fiscal period 

10/01/23-09/30/24 - Request fair share remuneration to defray associated costs of intake 

care of 15 animals with average cost per animal increased to $442.57. However, they are 

only passing along a 10% increase bringing the cost per animal to $370.41 for a cost 

totaling $5,556.15. Emailed 10/23/24.  Trustees stated we will not be sending any money. 

• Winkler Park Property 045-05A-40-015 DTE received and approved. Officially tax 

exempt.  This is property next door that was purchased and is now additional parking for 

the park. 

  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Bonnie Funk – Would like to request that the flags stay at the cemetery through Veteran’s Day.  

Trustees said yes, they will be staying. 

 

Donna Surmitis (W. Smith Rd.) – The payment listing does not specify what payments are for.  

Trustee Kosman stated there are codes by each payment and it is listed on the last page 

what the codes mean. 

 

Norm Hinman – Can the digital sign out front be slowed down?  It moves too fast to be able to 

read the longer messages.  Trustee Monroe and Trustee Zieja said yes, we will look at 

adjusting the timing.  If someone could provide a picture of the Honor Roll boards for 

him, he can look at the names and see if he knows of any that are missing.  Also, if 

anyone has pictures from York School/Buckeye from 1953-1957 that may also help with 

any names that may be missing.  Theresa said she will get together with him to provide 

the names listed on the boards as well as the current Veteran’s roster that we have. 

 

Ken Barco (Stone Rd.) – Would like the public to be provided with the Fund Summary Report 

at each meeting.  Trustee Zieja said yes, we can do that.  At the next Records Retention 

Policy meeting, would like consideration of the meeting recordings to be changed to a 2-

year retention as it currently states that the recordings are deleted once the minutes are 

approved.  These recordings could be put online for residents to be able to listen to.  

Trustee Zieja said the policy currently is on recommendation from the Prosecutors office. 
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Dave Hull (Spieth Rd.) – Could a copy of the digital sign be shown on the website? We are not 

sure but will look into this to see if it is an option somehow, Kristy will also reach out to 

Valley City as their sign shows on their website.   

 

 

MOTION to Adjourn at 8:02pm, moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: 

Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

 

 

 

______________________________  ______________________________ 

       Trustee Richard Monroe, Chairman            Margaret Russell, Fiscal Officer 

 

 

 

Upcoming Trustee Meetings: 

Regular Meeting – November 27, 2024 at 7:00pm   (please note date change due to Thanksgiving) 

Regular Meeting – December 23, 2024 at 7:00pm  (please note date change due to Christmas) 

 

Correspondence 

• Medina County Commissioners – Request to Vacate a Portion of the Road Public 

Hearing 

• Ohio Department of Taxation – Emailed 10/09/24 Final Determination 045-05A-40-015 

is exempt from taxation. 

• Medina County Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals – for the fiscal period 

10/01/23-09/30/24 - Emailed 10/23/24 

• Hillcrest Lumber – Timber Procurement Advertisement (RT) 
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