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Present:              
Trustee Rick Monroe   
Trustee Todd Zieja   
Trustee Chris Kosman 
Chief Jason Creamer 

Administrative Assistant, Kristy McElroy   
Guests 
Residents  

 
Not Present: 
Fiscal Officer Peggy Russell 
    
Chairman Rick Monroe called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and led the pledge of allegiance. 
Trustee Monroe stated the meeting is being recorded for transcription purposes only.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
MOTION to approve minutes from Regular Meeting November 27, 2024 and Special Meeting, 
Work Session December 4, 2024, moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: 
Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 
 
TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATION, ZONING, & CEMETERY/TOWN HALL 

• No reports 
 
TRUSTEES  
TRUSTEE KOSMAN 

• Need to rescind and make a new motion to accept the retirement of Rick Monroe from 
the fire department for voting purposes.  Trustee Kosman stated that per the information 
he received from the prosecutor’s office, Trustee Monroe cannot vote on his own 
retirement from the fire department. 

• MOTION to rescind original motion made on November 27, 2024, accepting the 
retirement of Rick Monroe from Erhart-York Fire Department; moved by Trustee 
Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• MOTION to accept the retirement of Rick Monroe from the Erhart-York Fire 
Department effective October 7, 2024; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee 
Zieja.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, abstain. 

 
TRUSTEE MONROE 

• No report 
 
TRUSTEE ZIEJA 

• No report 
 
FISCAL OFFICER (read by Trustee Monroe) 

• MOTION to approve Financial Reports for November 2024 including Appropriation 
Status, Revenue Status & Summary, Fund Status & Summary and Bank Reconciliation. 
December Appropriation Supplemental, Payroll, Bills/invoices, PO’s, BC’s as submitted; 



YORK TOWNSHIP 
December 23, 2024 

Trustees – Chairman Richard Monroe, Todd Zieja, and Christopher Kosman 
Fiscal Officer Margaret (Peggy) Russell 

  2 of 4 
 

moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; 
Monroe, yes. 

• MOTION to pay BWC Policy 2025 Invoice for $5,943.00 – FD $4,457.28, TWP 
$1,485.72; pay Atlantic Fire Hose additional shipping of $299.66; and pay $1,009 to Paul 
Conway Shield for the purchase of helmet shields; moved by Trustee Zieja, second by 
Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• RESOLUTION #24-12-01 Request all available Tax Advances for 2025, was signed by 
Trustee Monroe; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: Kosman, 
yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• MOTION to accept payment from Don Ziegler for $660 for rental of 11 acres for 2024; 
moved by Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; 
Monroe, yes. 

• Trustees discussed when to hold the Organizational Meeting; set the date for Wednesday, 
January 8, 2025, at 5:30pm. 

• RESOLUTION #24-12-02 Approve Temporary Appropriations in the Amount of 
$2,566,531.00 for expenses in first quarter of 2025; moved by Trustee Zieja, second by 
Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes. 

 
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Chief Jason Creamer 
Operations/Alarm Report 

• 41 incidents since the last Trustees Meeting. 
• Year to date incidents 463. Last year at the same time we were at 461. 
• Mutual aid was given 8 times and received 5 times. 

Administration  
• MOTION to approve department officer recommendations for 2025 as follows: Assistant 

Chief Patrick Barrett, Captain Dan Sparks, Lieutenants John Creamer, Matt Behner, and 
Zach Lohr; approve to add one Lieutenant position and appoint Tal Lewis; moved by 
Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, 
yes. 

• 2025 pay rates including a 2.4% department-wide raise matching the Ohio 2025 raise on 
minimum wage tabled and will be discussed at the Organizational Meeting. 

• MOTION to approve ESO renewal for $9,341.26, this is our department management 
software for fire and EMS reports, scheduling, vehicle checks, and tracking repairs and 
inventory; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: Kosman, yes; 
Zieja, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• The department was awarded the State Fire Marshals MARCS Grant for part of our radio 
user fees totaling $840. 

• We submitted for the FEMA Assistance to Firefighters grant to replace our Self-
Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) totaling $210,000 for 15 air packs with masks 
and bottles. 

• MOTION to accept Alex Miller’s resignation effective December 20, 2024, moved by 
Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, 
yes. 
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Fleet/ Station/ Equipment 
• MOTION to approve $2,357.79 for Bound Tree Medical to purchase Vacuum Splints, 

Vacuum Mattress and other EMS supplies (will be reimbursed by the Ohio EMS grant we 
were awarded in August); moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: 
Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, yes. 

• MOTION to approve $1,009.14 for Handtevy Pediatric Emergency for pediatric EMS 
bags (will be reimbursed by the Ohio EMS grant we were awarded in August); moved by 
Trustee Zieja, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Zieja, yes; Kosman, yes; Monroe, 
yes. 

• MOTION to approve Stryker Procare for $4,959.35, for service and repair of all six 
township and fire department AEDs, the fire department defibrillators, and LUCAS 
Mechanical CPR device; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: 
Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, yes. 

Training 
• Department training topics for the month consisted of fire search and rescue, EMS skill 

competencies, forcible entry, and ropes and knots. 
• Thank you to the Erhart Firefighter’s Association for purchasing and donating a forcible 

entry training door to the department. They spent $9,000 dollars from several Swiss Steak 
dinners and other fundraisers to purchase the door that will undoubtably better prepare 
our members. 

 
Erhart-York Fire Department Retirement Recognition 
Chief Creamer recognized Rick Monroe and his retirement after serving 30 years with EYFD.  
Trustee Zieja shared that over his 6 years as a Trustee he has seen the commitment that Rick 
gave to the Fire Department and our community.  He always put York Township first, and his 
experience cannot be replaced within the department.  On behalf of all York Township and 
EYFD employees and township residents, thanked Rick for his many years of service that he 
donated to the township.  Chief Creamer said that since joining the Explorers’ program in 1999, 
he has been lucky to have spent a lot of time working with and under Rick when he was 
Assistant Chief.  Chief Creamer presented Rick with an axe in honor of the 30 years he spent 
with the Erhart-York Fire Department. 
 
Rick thanked his wife, children and family for their understanding of the time away from home 
and often having to leave family gatherings to respond to calls, as calls would come all hours of 
the day.  He shared that he is a 4th generation firefighter, following in the footsteps of his great 
grandfather, both grandfathers, and dad.  Rick oversaw the Explorers Program which five of his 
children went through.  Rick shared several calls that he responded to, starting with his very first 
which was an OVI related car crash, and the many advancements in safety features that there 
have been over the past 30 years.  There are less injuries and deaths due to the advancements in 
airbags, vehicle construction, and road improvements.  Rick thanked the fire chiefs he worked 
under during his career, Chief Neumeyer, Chief Hill, Chief Barrett, and Chief Creamer. 
 



YORK TOWNSHIP 
December 23, 2024 

Trustees – Chairman Richard Monroe, Todd Zieja, and Christopher Kosman 
Fiscal Officer Margaret (Peggy) Russell 

  4 of 4 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
• Dave Hull – Curious on the damage to the squad from when it slid into a vehicle due to 

bad road conditions while responding to an accident?  Chief Creamer said he was able to 
purchase a bumper from Amazon for $237.73 and staff was able to do the replacement in-
house. 

• Andy Kavc – The opt-out needs to have a limit of how many forms a person can bring.  
During the opt-out he noticed that there were coats on chairs, but people went home and 
came back hours later; Trustee Zieja said that is not the case.  He wants to see the 
Trustees ask their constituents what they want, because there’s at least 100 that don’t 
want Rumpke.  Sue Monroe said the trustees are keeping the majority of residents in 
mind when discussing the contract and opt-out, suggested a numbering system for future 
opt-out.  Trustee Zieja said that they understand the concerns and the cost for garbage 
pickup, there are communities around us paying double for the same service with 
Rumpke.  Dave Hull asked what the numbers were for this year.  Kristy said there were 
105 total forms received to date, and there were 73 people turning in 101 forms, at the in-
person opt-out.   

• Jessica Gerspacher – There are people that own numerous properties and that is often 
why there are multiple forms turned in by one person.  She thanked Kristy for the good 
job done on the day of the opt-out, it was well organized. 

• Bette Curtin – We have the listing of payments, but do we have a list of the monthly 
income?  Trustee Kosman stated that the township receives disbursements twice a year 
from property taxes, so we do not receive a monthly income.  Bette asked what the 
“packets” are that are often mentioned during meetings.  Trustees explained that it’s 
mostly the same as the information that is set out for residents, and occasionally there are 
other documents or pictures that may be referenced during meetings, if a resident would 
like to see something when it’s mentioned, please ask.   

• Richard Hill – Has watched the opt-out process from the beginning, could save yourself 
the grief by just eliminating the need for opting-out. 

 
MOTION to Adjourn at 7:37 pm moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  
Roll: Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, yes. 
 

______________________________  ______________________________ 
       Trustee Richard Monroe, Chairman            Margaret Russell, Fiscal Officer 
 
Upcoming Trustee Meetings: 

Organizational Meeting – January 8, 2025 at 5:30pm  
Regular Meeting – TBD 

 
Correspondence 

• First Energy Vegetation Maintenance (emailed 12/04/24) 
• Medina County Auditor Review LGF formula for distribution meeting (emailed 12/17/24) 
• Countywide EMA Advisory Group Annual Meeting (emailed 12/21/24) 
• Dynegy – Medina County Electric Aggregation Program Transition (All Accounts) (Roundtable) 
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