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Present:              
Trustee Todd Zieja 
Trustee Chris Kosman 
Trustee Rick Monroe 
Chief Jason Creamer 

Zoning Inspector/Twp Administrator, Kevin Comes 
Cemetery/Town Hall, Theresa Forlini-Petrey 
Administrative Assistant, Kristy McElroy   
Guests/Residents  

 
Not Present: 
Fiscal Officer Peggy Russell 
 
Chairman Todd Zieja called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and led the pledge of allegiance.  A 
moment of silence was held for Armed Forces and First Responders.  Trustee Zieja stated the 
meeting is being recorded for transcription purposes only, reminded residents to sign in at the 
front table and to state name and address when speaking.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• MOTION to approve Regular Meeting July 24, 2025 minutes; moved by Trustee 
Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Fire Department (Chief Jason Creamer) 
Operations/Alarm Report (Incident type count and mutual aid details attached) 

• We’ve had a total of 55 incidents that have occurred since the last Trustees’ Meeting. 
• Year-to-date incidents: 331. At this time last year, we had 324 incidents. 
• One structure fire was mutual aid to Lafayette for a barn fire. 
• Mutual aid was provided ten times and received aid three times. 

 
Administration 

• We received $2,000 from the Medina County Agricultural Society for covering two 
events at the fair.  

o MOTION to accept $2,000 from Medina County Agricultural Society, moved by 
Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; 
Zieja, yes. 

• Congratulations to Firefighter/Paramedic Dylan Glavasevic for successfully completing 
paramedic school and Firefighter/Paramedic Greg Zuehlke for successfully completing 
his Firefighter Level 2 certification. 

 
Fleet/Station/Equipment 

• Two Scott SCBA packs were found to need repair during annual testing. 
o MOTION to approve SCBA repairs by MES Life Safety totaling $1,201.07, 

moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; 
Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• T-Mobile charged us for all our iPads upfront not spread out over 12 months like 
originally quoted and approved at the June meeting. T-Mobile – approved $300 per 
month per service in June and had additional $1,199.94 for Handset Accessory purchase.  
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o MOTION to approve payment to T-Mobile in a one-time payment of $1,199.94 
for iPad’s and monthly service not to exceed $300 total PO opened for $2699.94; 
moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; 
Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

o MOTION to approve making online payments to T-Mobile; moved by Trustee 
Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, 
yes. 

• We would like to update the mobile radio for new command car, and in turn sell 7 of the 
portable radios we are not using, which is expected to more than cover the cost of the 
new radio.  

o MOTION to sell seven Harris XL-200 portable radios by public auction in 
accordance with ORC 505.10; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee 
Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

o MOTION to purchase a Kenwood Viking VM8000 Mobile Radio from Vasu 
Communication for $5,433; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee 
Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• Sell old extrication equipment, battery-operated equipment has been working 
wonderfully and we are working on organizing the station 

o MOTION to sell Genesis Extrication equipment including power unit, spreader, 
cutter, two rams, and mini cutter by public auction in accordance with ORC 
505.10; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: 
Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• We purchased some new hose and nozzles last year and the hose has been working 
excellently; we would like to update the rest of our 1 ¾” hose to the same product. We 
also would like to add two sets of irons (axe and Halligan bar used in forcible entry) onto 
the ambulances.  

o MOTION to purchase 30, 50-foot sections of fire hose and two sets of irons from 
Atlantic Fire Equipment for $9,954.00 from fire fund 2191-760 “Capital Outlay”; 
moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; 
Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

Training 
• Department training this month included first in fire operations, water supply, patient 

packaging and moving. 
 
Public Relations 

• Fire Station Open House September 13th, 11am to 4 pm 
• Firefighters’ Association Swiss Steak Dinner on October 11th  

 
Alarm Date Aid Given Or Received Agency 
7/25/2025 Mutual aid given Medina Life Support Team 
7/26/2025 Mutual aid given Medina Fire Department 
7/31/2025 Mutual aid given Medina Life Support Team 
8/2/2025 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 
8/8/2025 Mutual aid received Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 
8/9/2025 Mutual aid received Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 
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8/12/2025 Automatic aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 
8/13/2025 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 
8/14/2025 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 
8/17/2025 Mutual aid received Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 
8/24/2025 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 
8/25/2025 Automatic aid given Lafayette Township Fire & Rescue 
8/26/2025 Mutual aid given Medina Fire Department 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trustee Zieja invited the Gerspacher family to the front of the room.  Larry Gerspacher and his 
daughter, Jessica, presented Chief Creamer and the Fire Department Association with a donation 
on behalf of his brother, Terry Gerspacher who passed away in January.  Larry said he, his wife 
Denise, son John, and daughter, Jessica, would like to thank the department for all the times they 
came to the house and took care of Terry and the donation can be used however the department 
wishes. 
 
Administration (Township Administrator, Kevin Comes) 

• Paul and I will likely exceed 40 hours for this week if the culvert paving on Spieth, 
Station and Wolff is approved to be done tomorrow (Friday).  

o Requesting approval for overtime, if necessary, on Friday, August 29, 2025, for 
Kevin and Paul due to culvert paving on Spieth, Station and Wolff.  Trustees all 
agreed to approve. 

 
Zoning (Zoning Inspector, Kevin Comes) 

• 8 new permits this month bringing our yearly total to 42 zoning permits for the year.  
• Still working on sending out a few violations. 
• There might be a variance request for October but haven’t received any applications. 
• Zoning Commission had a large community turn out for their public meeting over zoning 

amendments and will have their next meeting on September 4th at 7pm to continue 
discussing the amendments. 

 
Maintenance (Township Administrator, Kevin Comes) 

• Received 3 quotes for tree removal in the cemetery.  We have 2 damaged trees that need 
to come down, there are a total of 9 Austrian Pines in the Cemetery that are getting older. 
The 2 that need to come down are at the end and would not alter the look of the cemetery 
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too much. We could also remove all 5 pines from the middle because they have started to 
show damage due to age.  I recommend just removing the 2 damaged trees.  

o Hammon Inc. Tree Service was the lowest bidder at $1,000.00 per tree for 
removal and $200 per stump grinding ($1,200 per tree).  Quoted $6,000 for 5 
trees or $10,800 for all 9 trees. 

o MOTION to hire Hammon Tree Service to remove 2 pine trees and stump 
grinding in the Cemetery at the cost of $2,400; moved by Trustee Monroe, 
second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

 
Roads (Township Administrator, Kevin Comes) 

• Crossroads has started road repairs on Spieth and Wolff roads. They will finish by chip 
sealing those roads over the next few weeks. 

• GT Contracting completed the Joint and Crack Sealing in Shale Creek and Keswick 
subdivision.  Would like to watch how it holds up over winter before we move on to the 
next rounds of Joint and Crack sealing.   

 
Parks (Township Administrator, Kevin Comes) 

• The Historical Society has been working on a grant for $45,000 for a new building that 
would house historical artifacts, giving the Historical Society additional space to house 
larger groups for educational training purposes and provide bathrooms facilities for 
visitors including handicap access.  However, the Ohio EPA and Medina County Health 
Dept denied a permit for septic due to soils, geography and parcel size.  Since this is not 
an option the historical society will be forced to add a permanent handicap port a potty to 
the complex to meet their needs.   

o We are still working on submitting the grant with updated scope, there are a few 
concerns in the grant we are working through with prevailing wages and local 
match. Currently we have the Historical Society contributing $10,000 donation. 
The Township will be paying for the project upfront, and grant money will 
reimburse approved submissions. Projections for the ultimate cost to the township 
if funding is secured by the grant will be $15,000.  Total project cost is still being 
researched. We have not been fully approved, and the project needs to be 
completed by 5/29/2026. 

 
Town Hall (Town Hall Coordinator, Theresa Forlini-Petrey) 

• Voting will take place on November 4th.  As a reminder, no political signs are allowed on 
township property. 

 
Cemetery (Cemetery Sexton, Theresa Forlini-Petrey) 

• We have two old Veteran markers that need approval to be destroyed.  With these two 
markers the VA has requested that we destroy if there is Trustee approval.   

• MOTION to approve to destroy and dispose of the 2 Veteran markers that have been 
removed from the cemetery as requested by the VA; moved by Trustee Kosman, 
second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 
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• According to the Prosecutors office, the Trustees can determine the number of cremains 
buried in one plot.  I am asking for the trustees to approve six indigent burials in one plot. 
We can increase this number in the future in this plot if needed.  Trustee Kosman 
recommended changing to 10 indigent burials in the designated plot, Trustee Zieja and 
Trustee Monroe agreed. 

• Midwest Memorials is donating a flat flush headstone measuring 36”x12”x4” for the 
indigent burial plot in Section 7 Lot B55, Plot #2.  They will inscribe the headstone with 
“Rest in Peace” for $100 and it will allow for six names to be engraved in the future. 

o MOTION to accept the donation of an indigent burial headstone from Midwest 
Memorials and to approve payment of $100 for the inscription; moved by 
Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; 
Zieja, yes. 

• There are 3 fall footers orders which need approval for $1,150 with EGAL. 
o MOTION to approve payment of $1,150 to EGAL for 3 footers; moved by 

Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; 
Zieja, yes. 

 
Utilities/Services  

No Report 
 
Economic Development  

No Report 
 
Community Events (Administrative Assistant, Kristy McElroy) 

• Township office closed – September 1st for Labor Day 
• EYFD Open House and Movie in the Park – September 13th  
• AM 250 Planning Committee meeting – September 16th  
• Gold Star Family Event hosted by Rolling Thunder Chapter 8 – September 28th  

o Gold Star Mother's and Family's Day is observed in the United States on the last 
Sunday in September to honor the mothers and families who have lost a loved one 
in the military. 

• EYFD Swiss Steak Dinner – October 11th  
 
Fiscal (read by Trustee Kosman) 

• MOTION to approve Financial Reports for July 2025 including Appropriation Status, 
Revenue Status & Summary, Fund Status & Summary and Bank Reconciliation, August 
Appropriation Supplemental, Payroll, Bills/invoices, PO’s, BC’s as submitted; moved by 
Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, 
yes. 

• MOTION to approve payment to GT Contracting LLC for $22,200.00; moved by 
Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Zieja.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes; Monroe, 
yes. 

• RUMPKE – Reached out to Joe regarding the delinquent accounts. He will make sure we 
have the current delinquent list as of the middle to the end of August for accounts more 
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than 2 cycles in arrears and greater than $40.00. We got the initial list and Joe is going to 
reach out to those on the list to let them know they have one last chance to pay the bill 
before being certified. 

• KLA Risk Meeting – Chiefs Creamer and Barrett, Kevin Comes and Fiscal Officer 
present. Michael covered sexual harassment, bully training, roads, parks, building 
maintenance, driver’s license/record verification, and hold harmless paperwork. Michael 
should submit his report with recommendations soon. 

• Liquor Permit – objections due by September 2, 2025.  Trustees have no objections. 
• Westfield Credit Card – will become ELAN Banking. New cards will be coming in 

October of this year; credit card balances will be transferred as well as our reward points. 
Currently we have 48,264 points which can be used as cash back to reduce payment on 
the account in the amount of $482.64. Per audit, the board needs to review at least once 
every six months the number of cards and accounts issued, the number of active cards, 
expiration dates and credit limits. The Fiscal Officer must file a report annually with the 
board detailing all rewards received based on the use of the township's credit card 
account.  

• Discussion on Community Development Block Grants, Trustee Monroe said we’ve 
submitted every 2 years when they come out and we have not been successful.  We’ve 
submitted for cemetery paving and for creating a park walkway.  Plan to submit for the 
park walkway again with additional details that we know now. 

• Trustee Kosman read through the correspondence list Fiscal Officer Russell had included 
in her report for Trustee reference. 

 
TRUSTEES  
TRUSTEE MONROE 

• MOTION to approve payment of $9,500 from fund 2021 to Perrin for the paving of 3 
culverts and repair some potholes; moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee 
Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• Columbia Rd will be closed by the county for culvert work on September 2nd and 3rd from 
Livia to Stone, and September 8 and 9th from Smith to Palker. 

• MOTION to approve Crossroads Asphalt and Recycling subcontractor of American 
Roadway Logistics LLC, moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  
Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• ODOT has repaving of Route 57 on their agenda for this year still. 
• Medina County Office of Emergency Management & Homeland Security requests that 

every municipality in Medina County adopt the Medina County All Hazards Mitigation 
Plan 2025 by resolution. The county wide plan is crucial for local governments and 
residents to be eligible for pre- and post-disaster Federal mitigation funding. (Attached) 

o RESOLUTION #25-08-01 to adopt the Medina County All Hazards and Flood 
Mitigation Plan 2025 which allows local governments and residents to be eligible 
for pre- and post-disaster Federal Mitigation Funding; moved by Trustee 
Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, 
yes. 
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TRUSTEE KOSMAN 
 No report 
 
TRUSTEE ZIEJA 

• Prosecutors’ response regarding the Rumpke contract and opt-out was that the opt-out 
must be held annually, must be first come-first served, must meet the requirements of 
having the final list to Rumpke 60 days prior to the start of the contract year, must not 
exceed the allowed percentage of opt-outs.  The Prosecutor said we can hold the opt-out 
process however we choose if it meets the requirements mentioned.  Several residents 
have voiced concern that if we accept forms online they don’t have a computer, no one 
cares to stand in line outside in freezing weather.  One thought is to open the opt-out for 
one week during business hours to drop off a form or they could send an email during 
that timeframe.  Trustee Zieja asked Kristy for suggestions, she suggested a Saturday 
from 9am-11am for residents to drop off opt-out forms, not held in the town hall.  Trustee 
Kosman stated he doesn’t mind the idea of drop off during business hours or emailing it 
in.  Use of a google form was discussed. 

o Andy Kavc (Station Rd.) asked why last year’s list can’t be used?  Trustee Zieja 
said we can’t because we must hold the opt-out annually and have the forms 
submitted annually, and it must be first come first served.  If the process is not 
changed, would it be in the Town Hall again?  Trustee Zieja said we are not sure 
yet. 

o Mike Izzo (Spieth Rd.) asked if accepted via email, would there be a response 
verifying receipt of the form?  Trustee Zieja said yes, we would be able to do that. 

o Chris Barnes (Branch Rd.) asked if a JotForm could be used by residents to 
submit their opt-out?  Trustees said that may be an option.  Chris offered to help 
any residents who don’t have access to a computer. 

o Dennis Downey (Erhart Rd.) stated that he likes all of the ideas suggested, 
offering a JotForm, opening the office for a week, and accepting emails.  Trustees 
like the ideas but want to make sure not to overwhelm our staff. 

o Mike Izzo (Speith Rd.) asked when the opt-out numbers to Rumpke?  Trustee 
Zieja said 60 days prior to the start of the new contract year.  Kristy said January, 
and she needs time to prepare the list. 

• Will further discuss next month. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Keith Hinman (Beck Rd.) – previously talked to Trustee Monroe and there is still a pine 
tree hanging over Stone Rd. that needs to be taken care of, Trustee Monroe said we are 
working on it.  The speed limit needs to be posted on Beck, Trustee Zieja said we can 
look into having a speed study done.  Discussion on the speed limit when it is not posted, 
Trustee Zieja said if it is not posted, it is assumed 55mph.  Shared that when changing 
banks as the township is, to watch for any issues as account numbers could be duplicated. 

• Discussion on the Zoning Amendments that the Zoning Commission is currently 
considering included the following: 

o Andy Kavc (Station Rd.) – when will the Trustees vote on the Zoning 
Amendments?  Zoning Inspector, Kevin Comes, said that the Zoning Commission 
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has to make a recommendation to the Trustees once they have the amendments 
ready, then the Trustees which starts the 30 day rule for the Trustees to hold a 
Public Meeting for reviewing. 

o Dave Hermann (Norwalk Rd.) – regarding the number of cars and 5’ parking 
within property line.  Kevin Comes explained the 5’ rule is already in the Zoning 
Resolution, the Zoning Commission is still discussing the regulation on the 
number of cars. 

o Dennis Dudgeon (Norwalk Rd.) – what is the next step for the zoning 
amendments?  Kevin Comes explained that the Zoning Commission would 
approve the amendments and present a recommendation to the Trustees for 
approval, the Trustees would then hold a public hearing within 30 days, then 
Trustees would vote on the amendments.  Not happy with this, we don’t live in an 
HOA.  Trustee Monroe said there have been no decisions made on this by 
Trustees. 

o Ed Bost (Erhart Rd.) – requested to keep people in the loop and would like to see 
Trustees at the Zoning meetings.  Trustee Monroe said the Zoning Commission 
meets the 1st Thursday of each month at 7pm and the Board of Zoning Appeals 
meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6:30pm.  Trustee Kosman said he was at 
the Zoning meeting but Trustees are not able to provide input during those 
meetings as they are separate boards.  Trustees said they will take all the 
comments into consideration. 

 
MOTION to adjourn at 7:54pm moved by moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee 
Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________   __________________________________ 

Trustee Todd Zieja, Chairman             Margaret Russell, Fiscal Officer 
 
 
 
Upcoming Trustee Meetings: 

Regular Meeting – September 25, 2025 at 7:00pm  
Regular Meeting – October 23, 2025 at 7:00pm 
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