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Present:      
Trustee Todd Zieja 

Trustee Chris Kosman 

Trustee Rick Monroe 

Fiscal Officer Peggy Russell 

Chief Jason Creamer 

Zoning Inspector/Twp Administrator, Kevin Comes 

Cemetery/Town Hall, Theresa Forlini-Petrey 

Administrative Assistant, Kristy McElroy   

Guests/Residents  

 

 

Chairman Todd Zieja called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Trustee Zieja stated the meeting is 

being recorded for transcription purposes only, reminded residents to sign in at the front table 

and to state name and address when speaking.   

 

INVITED GUESTS 

Barb Walton, Medina County Solid Waste District Director 

• Barb stated she is here to promote waste reduction and recycling.  Both the office and 

transfer facility are located in Seville, and there is a new residential entrance which is 

where residential hazardous household waste is accepted on Mondays and Wednesdays 

from 8:00am-4:30pm, and Saturdays from 7:00am-12:00pm.   

• Barb reviewed items that are accepted and shared flyers, this information is available on 

their website, www.recyclemedinacounty.com.  In 2024 they received 2,900 tons of 

specialty waste and 130,000 pounds of latex paint.  Alkaline batteries such as AA and 

AAA batteries are not hazardous and can be disposed of in regular trash, used needles can 

be placed in a rigid container, securely closed with the lid taped and then placed in trash 

as well. 

• Many local retailers and grocery stores participate in the Medina County Wrap Recycling 

Program (W.R.A.P.) to increase public awareness and opportunities for consumers to 

properly recycle these materials (bags, film and wrap from items such as bread bags, 

retail shopping bags, paper towel plastic wrap, etc.) through a distinctive collection 

program.   

• When utilizing the disposal facility you are asked where you live to assist with tracking 

townships to prevent outside counties from using the facility.   

 

Denise Testa, Medina County Planning Services and Fair Housing Office Director 

• The Fair Housing office provides protection from housing discrimination and assists 

landlords and tenants with understanding their rights.  Denise stated that if a tenant finds 

that a repair is needed in their rental home, they should submit their repair request in 

writing to the landlord.  If the repair is not made in 30 days, at that time a tenant can 

place their rent in an escrow account. 

• More information is available at www.medinaco.org/fair-housing 

• The Planning Services office works with townships to review subdivisions, provides free 

mapping and GIS services, grant management, and hosts planning and zoning workshops, 

among other services.  Denise reviewed some of the Community Development Block 

Grant projects and touched on the CHIP program for residents.   

• More information is available at www.medinaco.org/planning 

http://www.recyclemedinacounty.com/
http://www.medinaco.org/fair-housing
http://www.medinaco.org/planning
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• MOTION to approve Regular Meeting September 25, 2025 minutes with an amendment 

on page 9 under the Cemetery Bench discussion to clarify that the bench will be no cost 

to the township, it will be paid for by Trustee Zieja and Trustee Kosman.  Trustee 

Monroe stated he had voted ‘no’ to the removal of the bench.  Moved by Trustee 

Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Fire Department (Chief Jason Creamer) 

Operations/Alarm Report (Incident type count and mutual aid details attached) 

• We’ve had a total of 48 incidents that have occurred since the last Trustees’ Meeting. 

• Year-to-date incidents: 419. At this time last year, we had 387 incidents. 

• Mutual aid was provided eleven times. 

Administration 

• We submitted OTARMA MORE Reimbursement Grant for $1,000 towards turnout gear. 

• Submitted Ohio Fire Marshal’s Office MARCS Grant for $8,300. 

• We would like to request an additional $2,000 to Levinson’s Uniforms to cover new hires 

and promotional uniform purchases. 

o MOTION to approve up to $2,000.00 at Levinson’s Uniforms, moved by 

Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; 

Zieja, yes. 

Fleet/Station/Equipment 

• Crews have tested nearly 4,000 feet of fire hose for the year with about 1,500 feet to go. 

• Requesting to open a purchase order for Scherba Industries dba Gorilla Graphics for 

$3,892.37 for graphics on new Tahoe; we had previously approved to open a PO for 

$3,000 which will be closed. 

o MOTION to approve $3,892.37 at Scherba Industries for Tahoe Graphics, 

moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; 

Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• Purchase of new network switch to replace one failed switch and replace the other that is 

over seven years old. The switch supports the network throughout the building.  

o MOTION to approve $1,314.00 for new 48-port Ubiquiti Network Switch to be 

purchased on the Westfield Credit Card Services credit card, moved by Trustee 

Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, 

yes. 

• Purchase phase two capabilities for 12 Kenwood radios making them interoperable with 

Medina City Fire, Medina LST, and other police agencies across the county. Also, 

supporting moving from Harris Radios to Kenwood radios that allow for better and less 

expensive service moving forward. 

o MOTION to approve $4,583.00 at Vasu Communications for updating 12 

portable radios, moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: 

Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• Would like to get all the fire department vehicles undercoated with Fluid Film. 
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• MOTION to approve $2,000 to have all Fire Department vehicles undercoated with 

Fluid Film at Johnny O’s Undercoating, moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee 

Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes 

Training 

• Department training this month included hose line operations, OB emergencies, SCBA fit 

testing, run review, and advanced airways. 

Public Relations 

• Thank everyone who attended the Swiss Steak Dinner, we served about 575 dinners. 

Also, a big thank you to Kristy McElroy for volunteering to orchestrate a basket raffle 

and all the community donations received of baskets and items for baskets.  Thank you to 

Jessica Gerspacher for the donation of milk, and to all community members for their 

support of the dinner and basket donations. 

Incident Number Alarm Date Aid Given Or Received Aided Agency 

EYTFD2500378 9/27/25 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 

EYTFD2500391 10/5/25 Mutual aid given Litchfield Fire & Rescue Department 

EYTFD2500397 10/9/25 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 

EYTFD2500400 10/14/25 Mutual aid given Seville-Guilford Fire & EMS 

EYTFD2500403 10/16/25 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 

EYTFD2500404 10/16/25 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 

EYTFD2500405 10/16/25 Mutual aid given Medina Life Support Team 

EYTFD2500408 10/17/25 Mutual aid given Valley City/Liverpool Township Fire Department 

EYTFD2500410 10/17/25 Mutual aid given Litchfield Fire & Rescue Department 

EYTFD2500416 10/21/25 Mutual aid given Medina Life Support Team 

EYTFD2500418 10/22/25 Mutual aid given Lafayette Township Fire & Rescue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administration (Township Administrator, Kevin Comes) 

• OTA Winter Conference registration will open November 3rd at 10am.  Travel was 

approved at the organizational meeting in January. 

 

Zoning (Zoning Inspector, Kevin Comes) 

• 6 new permits this month, bringing our yearly total to 57 zoning permits for the year. 
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• BZA 

o Christine Barnes resigned from her position on the BZA effective October 1st, 

2025.  She has been a BZA member since 2011, and we thank her for her 14 years 

of service to York Township.  Trustee Monroe sent Christine an email thanking 

her for her time as a member, and Trustee Zieja said he called asking her to 

reconsider. 

▪ MOTION to accept the resignation of Christine Barnes from the Board of 

Zoning Appeals effective October 1st, 2025, moved by Trustee Kosman, 

second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

o Rachel Nagle does not want to renew her position as BZA alternate for next year.   

▪ We currently have one BZA seat and one alternate spot open 

▪ I Interviewed Frank Kichurchak Jr. for the alternate spot and would 

recommend bringing on Frank Kichurchak Jr. for the Open Board of 

Zoning appeals member. Frank has been a funeral director at Waite 

Funeral Home since 1998. 

▪ MOTION to approve the hiring of Frank Kichurchak Jr. as Board of 

Zoning Appeals Board Member for 5-year term effective January 1, 2026 

– December 31, 2030, to replace Christine Barnes, moved by Trustee 

Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; 

Zieja, yes. 

o We need to post for BZA alternates for next year.  Would we like to post on the 

website, front board, Facebook & Gazette. 

▪ MOTION to approve advertising for the position of Board of Zoning 

Appeals alternate, moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee 

Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• Next Zoning Commission meeting will be November 6th, 2025, at 7pm.  

• We have no new Variance requests for the BZA so there will likely not be a need for the 

next meeting on November 13th at 6:30pm.  

 

Maintenance (Township Administrator, Kevin Comes) 

• Our maintenance team has been hard at work finishing up the road-side mowing for the 

year. 

 

Roads (Township Administrator, Kevin Comes) 

• Salt Contract for 2025/2026 Cargill Inc. won for Medina County at the rate of $56.96 a 

ton.  Looking to order 400 tons to get us through the end of the year. Peggy is opening a 

PO for $25,000. 

• We met with Sherman and Sons this week to discuss the load for the winter and to go 

over township roads. 

• Update on the erosion control from May - we are going to wait on working on Branch 

Rd. until after the water line goes though. I would like to just do Wolff Rd. for $5,500 

with rip rap installation. 

o MOTION to approve payment of $5,500 to Belsole Ground Works (Fund 2231) 

for excavation for the 2 areas of erosion concern with riprap on Wolff Rd., moved 
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by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, 

yes; Zieja, yes. 

 

Parks (Township Administrator, Kevin Comes) 

• Park Levy renewal is on the ballot for the November election. 

 

Town Hall (Town Hall Coordinator, Theresa Forlini-Petrey) 

• Town Hall is still having water issues on the east side of the basement (252 side) 

o The gutters are clogged again with leaves which are overflowing and going into 

that side into the basement.  We have a quote for gutter guards for the entire 

parameter of the Townhall. 

o Crossroads Home Exterior quoted the township $1,500 to install new leaf guards 

and replace 20ft of replacement 5” gutter on the northwest side of the building, 

along with readjustment of one of the gutters on the side of the building.   

o MOTION to hire Crossroads Home Exterior not to exceed $1,800 to install new 

leaf guards on entire building and replace 20ft of replacement 5” gutter on the 

northwest side of the building, along with readjustment of one of the gutters on 

the side of the building; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee 

Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

 

Cemetery (Cemetery Sexton, Theresa Forlini-Petrey) 

• Mrs. Cheryl McKim would like to exchange her four cemetery plots in Mallet Creek 

Cemetery in exchange for one Columbarium Niche.  Her original plots are in Section 8, 

Lot 24, Plots A, B, C & D; purchased for $500 each in December 2022.   

o One Columbarium for a township resident is $1,200.00.  The township will pay 

her back the difference of $800.00.  Requesting approval for refund of $800. 

o MOTION to approve the exchange of 4 cemetery plots in Mallet Creek Cemetery 

in exchange for one Columbarium Niche, for Cheryl McKim, and to issue a 

refund of $800 for the cost difference; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by 

Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

 

Utilities/Services (Administrative Assistant, Kristy McElroy) 

• Would like to ask for consideration to change the date that the Rumpke opt-out will begin 

from November 17th to December 8th.  There have been some delays with receiving the 

updated address list and sending the postcard to the printer, so we want to ensure that 

residents have enough notice when receiving the postcard. Trustee Zieja said that more 

time for residents to be notified is better, all Trustees agreed to changing the date.  A 

resident asked if this would change the end date, no, it will still end December 31st or 

when the 7% limit is reached. 

 

Economic Development  

No report 
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Community Events 

• Trick-or-Treat – October 31st, 6-8pm 

• Voting – November 4th  

• Office Closed – November 11th (Veteran’s Day) 

• Office Closed – November 27th (Thanksgiving) 

 

Fiscal (Fiscal Officer Peggy Russell) 

• MOTION to approve Financial Reports for September 2025 including Appropriation 

Status, Revenue Status & Summary, Fund Status & Summary and Bank Reconciliation. 

October Appropriation Supplemental, Payroll, Bills/invoices, PO’s, BC’s as submitted 

including the below; moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: 

Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; Zieja, yes. 

o PO for Cargill, INC $25,000 for Salt for 2025  

• OPCS Public Unit Attestation completed 10/01/25 pursuant to section 135.182(B) (2) of 

the revised code confirming account balances. 

• Charles Harris & Associates quoted for Notes to Financial Statements for 2025-2027 

since our old agreement has expired. $700 for 2025, $800 for 2026 and $900 for 2027.  

o MOTION to approve fiscal officer to authorize and sign paperwork for 

arrangements for engagement to prepare notes for stated years, moved by 

Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, yes; 

Zieja, yes. 

• RESOLUTION #25-10-03 Accepting the Amounts and Rates as determined by the 

Budget Commission, authorizing the necessary tax levies, and certifying them to the 

county auditor (attached), emailed 10/19/25; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by 

Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

• OHIO DEFERRED COMPENSATION Last month we discussed authorizing the 

establishment of Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation offering employees 

permission to make pre-tax and ROTH contributions effective as soon as administratively 

feasible and allowing the fiscal officer to execute and sign the appropriate paperwork for 

establishment and payment. 

o RESOLUTION #25-10-04 A Resolution adopting the Plan under the Public 

Employees Deferred Compensation Program administered by the Public 

Employees Retirement board (the “Board”) for participation by eligible 

employees of the York Township. (Attached) emailed 10/23/25; moved by 

Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; 

Zieja, yes. 

• December meeting is a busy time, can we move to 12/23?  Trustees discussed and agreed 

to change the December meeting to Monday, December 22nd at 7pm. 

• Cybersecurity Policy is with the Prosecutor’s office for review. 

 

TRUSTEES  

TRUSTEE KOSMAN 

No report 
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TRUSTEE ZIEJA 

No report 

 

TRUSTEE MONROE 

• Elyria Rd. – overgrowth in the right-of-way at Elyria and Spieth, we attempted to contact 

the homeowner to clear the overgrowth with no response so ODOT proceeded with 

clearing the ROW. 

• Beck Rd. – submitted a request for speed reduction on the road, there will be a speed 

study done and then the County Highway Engineer will do their preliminary work and 

determine if he thinks the speed should be lowered. 

• Wolff & Spieth – paving has been completed and the unsatisfactory spots have been 

repaired, we are waiting on final striping to be done. 

• Station Rd. – paving will be a total of $409,000; 35% ($144k) to be paid by the township 

and 65% ($266k) to be paid by the state. 

• Discussion started in 2022 for a new and updated traffic signal at 18 and 57, last we heard 

is Fall of 2026.  Additional discussion took place on left turns at the intersection, smart 

lights and timing. 

• Buckeye district resident called about the round-about.  Reached out to ODOT and they 

will send the rules and regulations on beautification. 

• Branch waterline – there is a preconstruction meeting next Wednesday. 

• RESOLUTION #25-10-05 to Authorize Medina County Engineer to enter into purchase 

agreement with the Board of Commissioners of Medina County and the County 

Engineers to purchase materials that may be required from time to time for the 

construction, maintenance, or repair of any township road, building or property for 2026; 

moved by Trustee Monroe, second by Trustee Kosman.  Roll: Monroe, yes; Kosman, 

yes; Zieja, yes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Ken Barco (Stone) – Would like Trustees to consider adjustments to the Records 

Retention Schedule for Trustee/Zoning Commission/BZA meeting recordings, retaining 

for at least 2 years.  Zoning Commission had 3 site plans at their last meeting and for 2 of 

those, what the applicant presented was different than what was on the paper.  Suggested 

Trustees forward the email Mr. Barco sent them to the Prosecutor’s office to review his 

recommendations. 

• Norm Hinman (Beck) – Neighborhood looks like a junk yard, there are 2 properties on 

18 and 1 on Beck like this.  Trustee Kosman and Zoning Inspector Kevin Comes will 

take a look at the area. 

• Jim Eisenbrown (Spieth) – The Historical Society is looking at building a building but 

needs confirmation of the township’s contribution.  Right now they have $15-20k, they 

are working on community involvement and the grant from the state is $45,000. Mr. 

Eisenbrown stated that he spoke to the state and Prevailing Wages are not applicable for 

projects under $75k/80k and they have 2 years to complete this project per the Grant.  

Trustees requested written details including dates and a timeline. 
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• Norm Hinman (Beck) – What is going on with limiting the number of cars in a 

driveway?  Kevin said the Zoning Commission has not gone through with anything yet so 

it has not been passed on to the Trustees for review. 

• Andy Kavc (Station) – Where will the Rumpke opt-out be held?  Trustees said it will be 

at the township office.  Andy voiced concerns about the coordination of the online form 

and people submitting forms in person.  Additional discussion from multiple residents 

ensued. 

• Jessica Gerspacher (Columbia) – Was recently told that there are no restrooms going in at 

the park area at 18 and Fenn; Trustee Monroe will look into this because he was told 

there would be. 

 

MOTION to adjourn at 8:21pm; moved by Trustee Kosman, second by Trustee Monroe.  

Roll: Kosman, yes; Monroe, yes; Zieja, yes. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________   __________________________________ 

Trustee Todd Zieja, Chairman             Margaret Russell, Fiscal Officer 

 

 

 

Upcoming Trustee Meetings: 

Regular Meeting – November 25, 2025 at 7:00pm (please note date change due to Thanksgiving) 

Regular Meeting – December 22, 2025 at 7:00pm (please note date change due to Christmas) 

 

Correspondence 

• Medina County Board of Commissioners – Regarding Homestead Expansion emailed 

10/7/25 
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